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Aircrew of Distinction

0n 28 August 1980 Major Rewland H. Worrell
and Captain John A. Osborn were flying an F-
111D on @ student instrucior pilot upgrade sortie.
During a climb 9,000 - 10.000 feet MSL, hath
crewmembers heard an explosion foliowed by
severe aircraft vibrations. The crew chécked
instruments, noting the left engine RPM was
decreasing. The left throttle was retarded to idle
and then to the ¢ut off position. Upon engine shut-
down the left engine fire puysh bulton was
depressed 10 isoiate all fuet and hydraulic lines to
the malfunctioning engine. The left engine fire
warning light illuminated and the crew completed
emergency procedures for engine fire. The light
remained on approximately five seconds. At the
same time, the external glow.dimmed and disap-
peared. They continued climbing and the grew
confirmed there were no indications of a conginu-
ing fira. Major Worrell declarad an emergency
while Captain Osborn completed necessary check-
list tems. A singlé engine recovary was begun. In
an effort to reduce the vibrations, the aircrew
decreased the awspeed, byt intensity of the vibra-
tions incregsed. Airspedd was increased to 310
KIAS, but encountered left yaw causing full right
ball defiections Right rudder was applied and the
wing swesep changed to 16 degrees with no effect
on the yaw or vibration, The crew elected 2 gingle
engine landing and planned on a iong straight-in
approach., Once confirmed, the vibration intensity
began decreasging and ceased at 180 KIAS. A sin-
gle engine landing was then performed. Afer
clearing the runway ihe right engine was shut
down and the crew egressed, Investigation
rgvealed severe internal engine damage. The left
engine had separated from its afterburner. Lines
and accessories assoclated with the engine had
been broken or damaged. Shrapnel_ had ruptured
the aft fue! and saddie tanks. Shrapnel spafks had
ignited the fuel vapor in the aft tank, causing the
fiel vent tank in the yvertical stabilizer to explode:

6524 TFTS/27 TFW
Cannon AFB, NM

Captain John A. Osborn

The expitsian tore away 1/3 of the stabifizer irdm
the aircraft,

The caim, knowledgeabie way in which Major
Warretl and Captain Osborn handled this serious
emergency qualified them as the Tactical Air. Com-
mand Aircrew of Distinctidi













A1C Pamela K. Smith
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my best to max perform the airplane, maximum
Gs. corner velocity. and all that. when he shouted
from the back. "Get out of the plane! Get out of
the plane!” Right then ! used up a bunch of that

finile number of heartbeats aflocated to each of
us. Thinking that we had enough altitude to delay
ejection untii | at least knew what was so catas-
trophitally wrong with the plane. | "knocked off”
the engagement and leveled the plane. He iImme-=
diately asked why | had given up so easily. He
had simply meant 10 maneuver out of the plane
of attack to deny the F-5 a tracking gun shot.

Another such incident happened during a live
air-to-air missile firing. There were to be two
fiights of two F-4s and a drone as the target: This
was my hirst hve smissile finng. and | was a hittle
apprehensive from the beginning. Plus 1 didn’t
nhave all that much faith in the other three F-4s
radars ability to distinguish the drone from
anyone else. Just as the drone was supposed to
be entering the area, | heard broadeast n the
clear “We'll shoot the wingman first.” Now | knew
the drone didn't have a wingman but my lead

TAC ATTACK

did me! There went afew more off my quota of
heartbeats. Further explanation revealed that
since I, the wingman. was in the best position to
get a shot. | would be aliowed to shoot first.
Again the statement made perfect sense 10 both
the mission commander and me. But | still didn't
ke his choice of words.

During a new low level routé | asked my WSQO.
“We turn left 20° at the next turn pont. don't
we? “Rightl” was the response from the back
and he should have known, he had the map. We
hit the turn poinl. | banked hard right. and my GIB
went ballistic. He started screaming something
about us "just talking” about the upcoming left
turn. Right? Correct? Oh well

There 15 2 serious side to this communication
problem. and it could very well have contributed
1o a recent tragedy. Folfowing an aborted takeoff
i which the awrcraft ran off the runway and
caught fire. the WSO ejected both crew members
as the piot was performing a ground egress. He
was unfastened from the seat and his parachute.

I think this all means that if our only means of
communication 1s the words we say and hear, it
IS very important 10 be ‘taftking about the same
thing. At least it has made my WSO and me thunk
betore we talk and. hopefully. what we say iIs
what we meant the other to hear. =
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Acclimatization or "How to boil a frog"
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